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4. “From the evil of the whisperer who 
withdraws.” 


Allaah follows the same presentational pattern of the previous chapter to which 
this chapter has been twinned. After describing with whom refuge should be 
sought, the Almighty identifies from which aspect of creation refuge should be 
sought, it is the last major area of evil in this world, the Devil. 


who inserts or introduces false thoughts, imaginations, views, and opinions into 
the heart. The form of the Arabic word for whisperer “waswaas” is an intensive 
form indicating continual whispering and not just an occasional whisper. 


“Who withdraws,” and runs away when the name of Almighty Allaah is 
mentioned. That is Satan who, as the Prophet (M) said, runs away when the call 
for prayer is made. Both calls to prayer have the ability to drive away the devils 
according to the following narration from Aboo Hurayrah in which he reported 
that Allaah’ s Messenger (#|) said, 


“From the evil of the whisperer.” What is meant by “the whisperer” here is one 
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“ When the athaan is made, Satan runs away and breaks wind to drown it out. 
When it is finished, he returns, but when the iqaamah is proclaimed, he again 
turns and runs away. When it is finished, he returns to distract people by 
suggesting, ‘Remember such and such; remember such and such, ’ referring to 
something a person did not have on his mind. As a result, he forgets how much he 
has prayed .” 1 
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Suhayl reported that his father sent him to the Haarithah clan along with someone. 
On the way there, a voice from an enclosure called him by his name. When the 
person with him looked into the enclosure, he saw no one. Upon his return, he 
mentioned it to his father, who said, “Had I known that you would have met such 
a situation, I would never have sent you. However, whenever you hear such a call, 
proclaim the athaan, for I have heard Aboo Hurayrah say that he heard AJlaah’s 
Messenger say, ‘ Whenever the athaan is proclaimed, Satan runs away 
vehemently .’ ” 2 

It was also the practice of the Prophet ( 0 ) to recite the athaan in the ears of 
children at the time of their birth. 
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Aboo Raafi‘ said, “I saw AJlaah’s Messenger (M) call the athaan in the ear of 
[his grandson] al-Hasan ibn ‘Alee, when Faatimah gave birth to him .” 3 This was 


1 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol. 1, p. 336, no. 582 and Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, p. 21 1, no. 756. 

2 Sahih Muslim, vol. 1, p. 211, no. 755. 

3 SunanAbu Dawud, vol. 3, p. 1415, no. 5086. 
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to neutralize or to reduce the effect of the devil’s influence on the newborn. 
According to Prophet Muhammad ( 0 ), all newborn children are touched by the 
devil. He was reported by Aboo Hurayrah to have said, “ Satan pokes his finger 
into every newborn child of Aadam’s descendants. They all come into this world 
screaming from Satan ’s jab, except Mary and her son, Jesus .” 4 


The reason given by Aboo Hurayrah for their protection is the supplication made 
by Mary’s mother at the time of Mary’s birth. 5 It is recorded in the Qur’aan: 


{ Lgiyjij dJj Lad-Pi } 


“I commend her and her offspring to Your protection from Satan, the 
rejected.” ( Soorah Aal ‘Imraan, 3: 36) 


The types of jinn that may suddenly appear in horrible, rapidly changing forms in 
the presence of humans are referred to in Arabic as ghool (pi. gheelaan). The 
Prophet ( 0 ) recommended use of the athaan to ward them off saying: 


(( . . . oliLlb IjiUi ‘■—J lilj . . . )) 

‘If the ghools appear and transform themselves before you, call the athaan.” 6 


According to Ibn al-Qayyim, mention of Allaah is like a whip or stick by which 
the believer beats his personal devil ( qareen ) into submission. The qareen 
(literally, “companion”) is an evil jinn which accompanies each human, from 
birth until death. This type of jinn encourages a human being’s lower desires and 
constantly tries to divert him from righteousness. The Prophet ($|) referred to this 
relationship, saying: 


4_Ul J Ulhj • \ ((• ^ f* ‘S (J ^ J -tij As-I \ja ^ 


4 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 324, no. 506. 

5 Sahih Al-Bukhari, vol. 4, p. 426, no. 641. 

6 Al-Musnad, vol. 3, p. 305. 
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“ Everyone of you has been assigned a companion from the jinn.’’'’ The companions 
asked, “Even you, O Messenger of Allaah?” and the Prophet ( 0 ) replied, “ Even 
me, except that Allaah has helped me against him and he has submitted. Now 
he only tells me to do good .” 1 

Ibn al-Qayyim quoted some of the early righteous scholars (the salaf) as saying 
that whenever this qareen whispers, the true believer unleashes a rain of spiritual 
blows on him by remembering Allaah, turning to Him, seeking His forgiveness 
and doing acts of righteousness. Therefore, the true believer’s qareen suffers 
severe torment unlike the qareen of corrupt people who is comfortable and 
relaxed and becomes very strong. Consequently, whoever does not punish his 
personal demon in this life by remembering Allaah, maintaining His Unity, 
seeking His forgiveness, and obeying Him, will be punished by his demon in the 
next life with the torments of the Hcllfire. Therefore, every person must either 
punish his demon or be punished by his demon. 8 


7 Sahih Muslim, vol. 4, p. 1471, no. 6757. 

8 Badaa ’i‘ at-Tafseer, vol. 5. p. 441. 
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